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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
17 March 2015
COBA welcomes Budget commitment to children’s TV
The Commercial Broadcasters Association (COBA) today welcomed the Government’s confirmation in the Budget that it will introduce tax relief for UK children’s programmes as of next month.

COBA members are already commissioning high quality UK children’s and animation content, including Disney’s large-scale children’s live-action drama Evermoor, Nick Jr’s acclaimed animation Lily’s Driftwood Bay and Turner’s Bafta-winning The Amazing World of Gumball. Building on the introduction of tax reliefs for high-end television and animation, we believe this latest UK tax incentive will help sustain the commercial broadcasting sector’s investment in culturally-British children’s television production. 
Adam Minns, Executive Director of COBA, said: “COBA members are amongst the leading commissioners and producers of high-end television and animation content on a global basis. A properly constructed UK tax credit will help incentivize future investment in UK children’s content. Alongside HM Treasury, we would also like to recognize the efforts that the DCMS has gone to to help ensure this happens.”

For further information please contact:

Anna Maria Missouri, COBA Policy and Communications Executive

anamaria@coba.org.uk or (020) 3327 4054

Notes
About COBA

The Commercial Broadcasters Association (COBA) is the industry body for digital, cable and satellite services in the UK’s commercial television and on-demand sector. 

COBA members play a vital role in the success of the UK broadcasting sector, and the multichannel sector is arguably the fastest growing part of the UK television industry. They are increasing their investment in jobs, content and infrastructure.

In the last decade, the sector has increased its turnover by 30% to more than £5 billion a year. This is rapidly approaching half of the UK broadcasting sector’s total annual turnover.
 
As part of this growth, the multichannel sector has doubled direct employment over the last decade.
 
In addition, the sector has increased investment in UK television production to a record £725m per annum, up nearly 50% on 2009 levels.

� Ofcom International Broadcasting Market Report 2013


� Skillset, Television Sector – Labour Market Intelligence Profile


� COBA 2014 Census, Oliver & Ohlbaum Associates for COBA
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